Abandonment not the answer for pets
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He was found in a dumpster, inside a box. The little Chihauhau was old, his nails painted neon pink. He had seri​ous dental 
disease, some oph​thalmic dis​ease and he was hungry and cold. He was also without any​one to care for him.
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Obviously, he had been someone’s companion for many years. The little fellow had been an indoor pet, no doghouse for a 5-pound dog with painted nails! So much could be learned about this little dog's life by examining him, but

there were many unanswered questions. What circumstances lead the little Chihuahua to such an undignified fate? Who was in charge of the care of this com​panion?
How did it seem appropriate to place a living creature in a box and place the box in a dumpster on a cold winter's day?
Pets, like children, are utterly dependent on the people around them to care for them and pro​tect them from harm. The care-givers' decisions and virtues (or lack thereof) will influence the quality and quantity of a pet's life.
Whenever our children ask for a pet, whether a fish or a dog, they are reminded of the respon​sibility of pet ownership and that

their care would have to be pro​vided unconditionally for the life of the animal. Evidently not everyone learns that valuable lesson in kindness and responsi​bility.
So what lead our friend to be abandoned? Did he become an inconvenience, aging and devel​oping cumbersome health prob​lems? Possibly the owner was not able to provide medical attention or didn't care. The owner might have felt that they could not afford health care or even euthanasia. Maybe the owners had passed away and family members were unwilling to care for the orphaned pet.
Regardless of the circum​stances, there are options better than disposing of a living animal

in a dumpster. First, if you have an established relationship with a veterinary office, contact them, explain your plight and see if they can provide assistance. If you do not use a veterinarian regularly, you can contact the area rescue organizations and humane, societies. There are even rescue groups for certain breeds of dogs and cats that may be able to assist you. Some of the humane societies that euthanize unwanted pets can at least offer you the option of the pet being humanely put to rest/The bot​tom line is that you have to make a little effort for these unfortunate creatures and there are people that can help.
Jorge, the Chihuahua, is still with us. Even though he was old

and sick, we could not bear to consider euthanizing him after he had survived such mistreat​ment. His teeth are clean (a few pulled), his neck pain is being managed and his eyes are being treated. He enjoys eating and sleeping. One of our emergency doctors named him Jorge.
I am unsure of his ultimate fate, but who is ever sure of their fate.
For now, he is warm, dry, well fed and comfortable.
Dr. Julie Mass, DVM, MS, is a veterinarian specializing in neu​rology at Veterinary Care Specialists, located at 205 Rowe Road in Milford Township. She can be reached at (248) 684-0468.
